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Saints’ Sentinel 
Dates of Interest 

 Sept. 2—No School 

 Sept. 5—No School 

 Sept. 6—First Day of 4 year old Preschool 

 Sept. 12—First Day of 3 year old Preschool 

 Sept. 21—1/2 Day 

 Sept. 30—Walk-a-Thon @Hungry Horse 

Campground 

 Oct. 1—SMV School Golf Outing 

 Oct. 9—School sponsored Pancake Breakfast 

 Oct. 14— No School (Professional 

Development) 

 Oct. 19—Spirit Day  

 Oct. 28—End of 1st Quarter 

 Oct. 31—1/2 Day 

 Nov. 3—No School (Professional Development) 

 Nov. 4—No School (Professional Development) 

!IMPORTANT! Hot Lunch! 

The menu is on the website under the Parent Connect tab/Documents, but each day is also in 
your facts ACCOUNT. Changes to Ordering—We must order on Friday for M/T/W and we must 
order on Wednesday for Th/F.  We will only be ordering twice a week and will likely not have ex-
tra’s as they must be paid for.  You WILL order all lunches on your parent portal this year. 

Cost is $2.40 and can be paid to the office or through your FACTS incidental billing account. 
Milk only can be purchased each day for 50 cents.  Please be patient as we navigate changes.  If 
you have questions, please contact the office and we will walk you through the process. Make 
sure to click the final submit button to finalize order. 

From Mrs. Murphy’s Desk 
Dear Parents, 

It's so exciting to be back at school!  We have 

kicked off the school year with great success.  It 

was awesome to see and meet so many of you on 

Tuesday night.   

We do have a calendar change.  There will be no 

school on November 3rd and 4th as staff will be 

attending a conference in Lansing.  We will not 

be making these days up as we have special per-

mission from the Office of Catholic Schools to de-

viate from our 180 days required by the state. 

Please read the newsletter carefully as there is 

lots of important information! 

Blessings, Shannon Murphy 
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Weekly Mass  

School Masses this year will 

be on Fridays at 8:00AM. 

We welcome any parents 

who wish to join us.  We 

will also be participating in 

other Holy Day Masses and 

special religious events 

through the year. 

Color Day/Spirit Day 

Color days are changing to the first Wednesday of 

the month due to Mass on Fridays this year.  A 

$1.00 donation is needed for students to partici-

pate. Those donations will be pooled together and 

donated to a charity.  

Spirit days will fall on the third Wednesday of the 

month.  Our first regular Spirit day will be on Oc-

tober 19th.  However, the Walk-a-thon will also 

be a spirit day on Sept. 30th.  

 Drop Off,  Pick Up, Calling in Sick 

Thank you for adjusting to our new drop off routine at the east doors. It allows us to greet all the stu-

dents arriving in the morning. If you are dropping off for any reason after the tardy bell has rung, please 

enter through the main entrance by the office.  

Please be sure to contact the office no later than 2:00 if you need to change your students afternoon pick 

up/bussing or after school care routine.  An email to the office and their teacher is appreciated. We un-

derstand that sometimes things come up last minute, just give us a call as soon as possible.   

We also understand the struggle of waking up to a sick child. Please call or email the office and teachers 

in the event of any absence. Please give us a reason for the absence as we need to report numbers of any 

communicable illnesses. Approximate times for departures or late arrivals due to appointments are also 

needed.   

If your child has a change in their bussing, please give a courtesy call to the Hopkins Bus Garage at 269-

793-7121.  

SMV Golf Outing 

The SMV Golf Outing is fast approaching on October 

1st.  In your family envelope you will find all the infor-

mation to sign up a foursome, sponsor, or just donate.  If 

you frequent a business, have a business yourself, or 

would just love to help us get donations for our raffles, we 

would appreciate it so much.  If you have an item to be 

raffled, or know someone who does, it can be dropped off 

at the school office, or pick up can certainly be ar-

ranged.  Thank you for your support of SMV School.  

After School Child Care 

Mrs. Leighann Kaczanowski, a parishioner and former parent of SMV, will be returning as our after 

school care provider from 3:05 until 5:30.  You may inform us of your set schedule or use it on an as 

needed basis.  See note above, under drop off and pick up, for any changes.  
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Volunteer and Recess Duties 

Non Credit parent volunteer opportunities are very much welcome and 

encouraged. You make us a strong community. Things you can do in-

clude being a room parent, coming in to read with students, recess du-

ty, etc... Room Parents help plan classroom parties, and organize treats. 

They may ask you for help or donations throughout the year.   

Recess is right after lunch from 11:55-12:20.  You can pick random days 

as you are available. Or we would love to have you on a set day each 

week, twice a month or whatever works for you.  Just give us a heads 

up! 

Please contact your child’s teacher if you would like to see if they need 

any additional help.  

Remember all Volunteers must be VIRTUS trained and have a current 

background check filed with us. Thank you for all you do as parents!! 

Protecting God’s Children VIRTUS 

The diocese will continue to offer the Virtus training for our parents or grandparents that want to volun-

teer.  This is a required course before you can volunteer in a classroom or attend a field trip. It is now 

done all online.    Please go to  www.virtus.org  and select “begin the registration process” rather than 

“view a list of sessions” and create an account. Once that is done, please email Marina Hentz and let her 

know you created an account and she will help you from there. mhentz@diokzoo.org .  This is once and 

done course, if you have completed it in the past you are all set.   

Fundraising Credits 

As noted in our back to school night flyer, we need your help running our fundraisers throughout the 

year. This is new to some of you, others will remember from before 2020 how credits work. You may ask 

any of us veterans if you are confused. Besides for helping us keep our tuition rates more affordable 

these fundraisers are a great way to get to meet each other in a fun and rewarding way.  

We currently have three fundraisers which include our annual Golf Outing, fall Pancake Breakfast, and 

the Dinner Auction. These 3 events have a combined total need for approximately 110 helpers.  The 

fundraisers will be sent out via Sign Up Genius for sign up.  Each full time family is required to fulfill 3 

credits per family, with one being the dinner auction, and preschool families are asked to fill just one 

spot per family.  Many hands do make light work and memories. 

Your FACTS Financial Incidentals account will be charged $100 per credit due on March 30, 2023.  Each 

time you fulfill a volunteer credit, $100 will be deducted.  On March 30, 2023 any unfulfilled volunteer 

credits will then be billed.  All fundraisers are complete in February, therefore if you have fulfilled your 

obligation you will have a zero balance and no invoice will be sent.  If volunteer credits have not been 

fulfilled, you will be billed $100 per credit not fulfilled.  Thank you for your help, understanding, and 

support of our school. Please feel free to contact the office with questions.  Sign up genius notifications 

will come to your email on file soon. 

http://www.virtus.org/
mailto:mhentz@diokzoo.org


St. Mary’s Visitation School Page 4 www.smvschool.org 

SCRIP 

If you are a new family or returning that just has never used the Scrip 

program before, it is a great way to earn money to go towards your tui-

tion.  Simply purchase gift cards for places you normally shop for gro-

ceries, gas, restaurants and more, and a percentage of that purchase 

gets added to your account.  

An easy way to purchase these gift cards is through the RaiseRight app 

available on your mobile store on your phone.  

Nicole Hasservoort with the help of Heidi Schumaker, will once again 

be our Scrip coordinators. Orders are due on Mondays throughout the 

school year.  We will be posting the schedule for you soon.  

Let us know if you have any other questions.  

Mission Statement for St. Mary’s Visitation School 
At St. Mary’s Visitation Catholic School we are disciples, walking in the path of Jesus,  

making Mary our Model, and striving for personal and academic excellence.  

Medication Policy 

Due to liability reasons, school personnel will administer medicines only for excep-

tional situations such as diabetes, allergies, and asthma.  For these illnesses, an 

authorization form must be completed by parent and doctor.  We discourage ac-

ceptance of over the counter drugs and antibiotics which can be prescribed to be 

given before and after school, or even cough drops.  Please give your child these 

types of needed medications at home, if necessary.  If at all possible, stop in and 

give your child a dose mid day.  Over the counter meds such as Tylenol and Ibu-

profen can be administered, but again, only with a medical form provided by us for 

a physician to fill out and return. 

Walk-A-Thon 

Check your Family Communication folder for pledge sheets 

and a letter about our annual Walk-A-Thon. We will also be 

sending out a digital link from 99 pledges that makes it su-

per easy to share to social media or family and friends to 

make donations and pledges online.  We used this service 

last year, and it was very user friendly and helped us reach 

more people.  

Did you see our new 

Mission Statement? 


